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upon this custom, as now practised, to have been introduced by castrated musicians, who found out this way of applying themselves to their mistresses at these hours, when men of hoarser voices express their passions in a more vulgar method. It must be confessed, that your Italian eunuchs do practise this manner of courtship to this day.
But whoever were the persons that first thought of the .serenade, the authors of all countries are unanimous in ascribing the invention to Italy.
There are two circumstances which qualified that country above all other for this midnight music.
The first I shall mention, was the softness of their climate.
This gave the lover opportunities of being abroad in the air, or of lying upon the earth whole hours together, without fear of damps or dews ; but as for our tramontane lovers, when they begin their midnight complaint with,
My lodging It is on the cold
we are not to understand them in the rigour of the letter, since it would be impossible for a British swain to condole himself long in that situation without really dying for his mistress. A man might as well serenade in Greenland as in our region. Milton seems to have
1 The first line in a song in a tragi-comedy, "The Rivals" (1668), attributed to Sir William Davcnant. Mrs. Mary Davis, dancer and actress, who boarded with Sir William Davcnant in his house, is stated to have sung this song in the character of Cclania, a shepherdess mad for love, so much to the liking of Charles II. that he took her off the stage. Mary Tudor, their daughter, married Francis Lord RatclifFe, afterwards Earl of Dcrwcnt water, and was the mother of James, Karl of Derwentwater, beheaded in 1716.
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